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I?t?(ff),gﬂi:thg_ National Na_'_t_i\'e Amerivan Heritage Month and celebrating the
heritages and cultures of Native Awmericans and the contributions of
Native Arericans to the United States.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Alr, HorvEN (for himself, Mr, Unann, My, T, Mr. Wyney, Mrs, FRIN-
STRIN, Mr. Scmarz, Ms. Banpwiy, Mr. TESTER, Mr. Rouxps, Mr
WICKER, Ms, WaRgEN, Mr, Cravd, Mx Knopuenar, Mro MEKKLEY,
Mr, Laxkrorp; Ms, MeSanny, Ms. Saorm, Mr. ScHuyER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Ms. CORTEzZ MAsTo, Ms. HIRONO, My, MORAN, Mr. KiNg, Mr.
Bakrasso, Ms. Ilarnns, Mr. HENRICH, Ms. MURKOWSKL, My, KANE,
Mr. BookeR, Ms, ROSEN; and Mr. BLUMENTHAL) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; whiech was referved to  the Committee on

RESOLUTION

Recognizing National Native American Heritage Month and

cclebrating the lieritages and cultures of Native Amcri-
cans and thie contributions of Native Américans: to the.
United States.

Whereas, from November. 1, 2019, through November 30,
2019, the United States celebrates National Native.
American Ieritage Montly;

Whereas National Native American Heritage Month is an op-
portunity to- consider and recognize the eontributions of

Native Americans to the history of the United States;
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Whereas Native Americans are descendants of” the original,

mdigenous inhabitants of what is now the United States;

Whereas the Bureau of the Census estimates that, in 2018,
there were more than 6,800,000 individuals of Amcérican
Iidian and Alaska Native descent in the United States;

Whereas Native Amoericans maintain vibrant cultuwres and tra-

ditions and hold a deeply rooted.sense of community;

Whereas Native Americans have moving storvies of tragedy,
triumph, and perseverance that need to be shaied with

future generations;

Whereas Native Americans speak and preserve indigenous
langunages, which have confributed to the English lan-
guage by heing used as names of individuals and loea-
tions throughout the United States;

Whereas Congress has consistently reaffirmed the support of
the United States of Tribal self-governance and self-de-

terinination and the commitment of the United States to

improving the lives of all Native Americans by
(1) enhancing health care and law enforeement re-
sources; and
(2) improving the housing and soecioeconiomic status

of Nafive Americans;

Whereas the United States is committed to strengthening the
government-to-government. relationship that the United
States has maintained with the varous. Indian Tribes;

Whereas Congress has recognized the eontribuitions of the Ir-
oquois Confederacy and the influchee of the Iroquois
Confederacy on the Founding Fathers in thie drafting of
the Constitution of the United States with the conecepts
of—

(1) freedom of spee‘_e_,h_;
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(2} the separation of governmerital powers; and
(3) the system of checks and bhalances between the

branchies of government;

"\Vl'mrea:s,_ with thie enactinent of the Native American Herit-
age Day Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-33; 123 Stat.
1922), Congress—

(1) reaffirmed the government-to-government rela-
tionship between the United States and Native American
governments; and

{2) recognized the important contributions of Native
Americans to the enlture of the U 1ﬁted_St.a_.teS-;

Whereas Native Americans have made distinet and important
contributions to the TUnited States and the rest of the
world in many fields, including the fields of agriculture,

medicine, musie, language, and art;

Whereag Native Americans have distimgnighed themselves as
inventors, entrepreneurs, spimtual leaders, and scholars;

Whereas Native Ameéricans have. served with honor and dis-
tinetion in the Armed Forees and continte to serve in the
Armied Foices in greater numbers jier _(5?1-1"ﬁtﬂ-j thai any
other group in the United States;

Whereas the United States has recognized the eontribution of
the Native American code talkers in World War I and
World War II, who used indigenous languages as an un-
breakable military c¢ode, saving countless lives in the
TUnited States; and

Whereas the people of the United States have reason to
Lionor the great achievements and eontributions of Native

Americans and their ancestors: Now, thérefore, he'it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) recognizes the month of November 2019 as

“National Native American [Teritage Month®;

(2) recognizes the Friday after Thanksgiving as-

“Native American Heritage Day’”? in aceordance with
section 2(10) of the Native American Heritage Day
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-33; 123 Stat. 1923);
and "

{3) urges the people of the United States to ob-

serve National Native Mnerican Heritage Month and

Native American IHeritage Day with appropriate

programs and activities,
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