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Good morning, Chairman McCain and members of the@ittee. My name is Charles
Enyart. | am the Chief of the Eastern Shawnee€eloibtOklahoma, a federally recognized Indian
Tribe whose aboriginal homeland was in what is tlosvstate of Ohio. | appreciate the
opportunity to be here today to explain the impactaof our land claims in Ohio for our people.
| am here for three reasons: (1) to ensure thatave the opportunity to return to our aboriginal
homelands in present day Ohio; (2) to ensure tleabawe the same right as other Indian tribes to
conduct Indian gaming on our lands under curremt &nd (3) to advocate for the right of tribes,
states, and local communities to work togethettHeir mutual benefit.

The Shawnee want to return to Ohio. Our histaonig eultural ties to Ohio are
undeniable. One hundred fifty years ago, the Twhs driven out of its homeland in the state of
Ohio. Violence against our people, destructivdsand the burning of Shawnee villages by the
United States Army was methodical. The unauthdrta&ing of the Shawnee’s lands by
encroaching settlers occurred. Our people weldlyrremoved from their villages and sent to
reservations first in Ohio, then in Missouri, artinoately Oklahoma. It was an ugly and
shameful period in American history in which ouopke endured unspeakable fear,
intimidation, and military violence by the Unitetb&s and early Ohioans.

When we return to Ohio we wish to do so on the siag@l basis as other federally
recognized tribes. That is, we want the rightdoduct activities on our land that would be
permissible for any other recognized tribe anywheithe United States. We do not want to
return as second class citizens by only being @&tbte conduct certain activities. Thus, we
would strongly oppose any legislation which wouéd b federally recognized tribe with
legitimate claims from regaining land in its histosrea and using that land for any permissible
tribal activities including gaming. I'm sure yowwld agree that to bar a tribe such as the
Shawnee from using any land it may gain in its efseal homeland for federally recognized
purposes would create a group of second classriaav&aio were only allowed to do limited
things on their land.

It is clear that the people of Ohio are receptovéhe establishment of Indian lands and
Indian gaming. They desire the introduction of gagrfor the unquestioned economic benefits
that it produces. There are many reasons for thgmefer Indian gaming over other
alternatives. First, there are numerous contmolghe scope of tribal gaming which diminish the
potential for uncontrolled expansion. Only so méityes have a historic or cultural connection
to any given state. Second, tribal gaming reverages matter of law, may only be expended for
socially beneficial purposes approved by the CagyreCommercial gaming only benefits
private interests. In stark contrast, tribal gagrifts entire communities out of poverty,
educates children who once had little hope for éigfducation, builds schools, roads, bridges,
funds law enforcement and emergency services, mes&nguages and cultures, builds clinics
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and hospitals and provides dialysis and diabetetec®e and funds charitable activities of every
kind.

Gaming has yielded economic benefits to our Tribetil very recently, our historic
legacy was one of poverty and isolation. Leftuaity landless for over a century and a half our
people had very little realistic hope that thingswd ever improve. Like other tribes in similar
circumstances, we had no economy and no tax badean gaming has changed our bleak
outlook as to our future. The revenues from oudesb gaming operation, BorderTown Bingo
located in West Seneca, Oklahoma provide us thesneamake improvements in the lives of
our people and to rekindle the hope for a betterftir our children and grandchildren.

However, the rural character of the land we nowupge combined with the economic conditions
in the surrounding area, severely restrict our eooa potential. The lot of the Eastern Shawnee
people is improved, but we have a long way to doeae the level of prosperity that once was
ours.

Our interest in returning to Ohio is to establismatually beneficial political and
economic relationship with the state of Ohio arel¢cbmmunities that have reached out to us
with a vision of what is possible.

We do wish to finally resolve our outstanding lahaims, but not in a manner that will
be detrimental to the people of Ohio. Those willom we have established a relationship
understand our intentions and have welcomed ugieio communities to discuss the potential
for tribal gaming. In fact, local communities tmetstate of Ohio have actively sought out the
Tribe and asked us if they can help bring the Sleairack to our homeland. We are committed
to working through appropriate governmental chasmimeOhio to ensure that we are welcomed
back to our homeland.

On June 27, 2005, we filed valid land claims in &@tiCourt in Ohio. The Tribe
brought the action to vindicate our aboriginal laights. We further seek damages for wrongful
possession and trespass on our former reservatols in Ohio. These violations continue
today. The Tribe has sought redress for theseggrémom the state of Ohio. The state of Ohio
has refused to take any action to redress thesegemr even discuss the matter with us. We
had no choice but to take our valid claims to therts for redress. The full explanation of these
claims is contained in material from our attorneysch | am submitting with my written
remarks for the record.

Tribes with legitimate claims should be alloweddgain portions of their homeland and
should be allowed to enter into agreements inclydieaming agreements that promote economic
development and benefit tribal, state, and locahemies.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Committee MembergH chance to testify to the
Committee.
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