Senate Field Hearing on the Wind River Irrigation Project, April 20, 2011

COUNCILMAN NORMAN WILLOW
1. Introduction
a. Your history with water and irrigation at Wind River, your Dad and water. 
2. Riverton Reclamation Project Construction
a. According to our research, the Riverton Reclamation Project was built using funds that were for the Wind River Indians irrigation.

i. The original project on the 1905 Act lands was called the Wind River Indian Irrigation Project, so it received money intended for Indian irrigation.

ii. When the project on the 1905 Act lands was complete, it became formally known as the “Riverton Reclamation Project”

b. Diversion Dam, the Wyoming Canal and Pilot Butte Reservoir were all constructed in part using Indian irrigation funds.

c. We don’t know if the 1905 Act authorized the construction of any irrigation project on the 1905 Act lands.

d. While the money was spent on the irrigation project on the 1905 act lands, the real Indian irrigation project was never completed.
3. Big Horn Decree—“Waste Fraud and Abuse” by Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of Reclamation

a. Federal government and Tribes spent over $50 million dollars defending Tribal water right at Wind River. Since then, BIA and BOR have failed to protect that water from diversion by junior water users.
b. Since the Big Horn Decree, the Bureau of Reclamation has allowed the diversion of Tribal water through Diversion Dam, the Wyoming Canal and storage of Tribal water in Pilot Butte and Boysen Reservoir.

c. The Tribes’ senior water rights are not tied to the 1905 Act lands.

d. Reclamation is selling Tribal water, and using Tribal water to generate power and the Tribes are not receiving any benefit from the use of their water.

e. The BIA has failed to manage and repair the BIA irrigation project resulting in a waste of water, allowing it to go downstream for no tribal benefit.  The Tribes cannot use Tribal water because the BIA system can’t carry it.

4. How can the federal government ask us to 638 this project when the federal government has made it impossible for us to use it?
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