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INTRODUCTION:
My name is Jonathan Brooks and I am the Tribal Forest Manager for the White Mountain Apache Tribe (WMAT).  Today I will be providing testimony on behalf of the WMAT, our Tribal Chairman, and Tribal Council.  I am here to highlight our long standing efforts to actively manage our forests and share our experiences that the benefits of active management have in helping to fight wildfires.  I will also provide discussion about concerns and recommendations we have in moving forward in managing our Tribal forests.  

The WMAT in east-central Arizona has a 1.68 million acre homeland that is called the Fort Apache Indian Reservation (FAIR).  The reservation is covered by 1.3 million acres of forest lands.  We have 755,051 acres of timbered forest (pine, spruce, fir species) and 615,258 acres of woodland forest (pinyon/juniper species).  These forests are managed by the WMAT and the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Fort Apache Agency for the benefit of our Apache people.  The goals and objectives that guide our forest management are multi-faceted and provide a wide range of economic, cultural and ecological benefits for our land, our resources, and our people.  These benefits include(but are not limited to) economic revenue through the sale of timber resources; jobs created for tribal members in all aspects of forestry, logging, and mill industries; sustainable and healthy forests that are more resilient to negative effects of natural processes (insect, disease, and fire); protection of cultural resources, sacred sites, and medicinal plants for the Apache people;  habitat for all species of wildlife including popular game species as well as threatened and endangered species; abundant recreation opportunities for tribal members and non-tribal members alike; protection of our water resources which are a major issue with the passing of the Tribe’s Water Quantification Settlement; as well as a healthy functioning forest ecosystem that is as aesthetically beautiful as any in the country.   All of this is possible due to the active and responsible management of these forests between the WMAT and the BIA.
Our forests have been actively managed through various forest management activities, predominantly sustainable timber harvests (logging), prescribed fire, pre-commercial thinning, and hazardous fuels reduction thinnings.  Logging began early in the 1900’s, and since that time, our management has evolved into what it is today.  Our tribal leaders, our people, and our trust agents have embraced a history, a culture, and a need for forest management which has helped create a healthy and sustainable forest landscape that has adapted to the demands, needs, and objectives of the WMAT and the forest itself.  The forests have always been a part of our culture and our heritage, providing food, water, medicine, and materials for survival; and now today that includes providing jobs and economic gains for the benefit of the Tribe and our people.  
MANAGEMENT BACKGROUND/ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
The theme of today’s hearing, “Wildfires and Forest Management: Prevention is Preservation”, is a very important subject that has been a topic of discussion and debate among politicians, government agencies and the general public for many years, but it is a subject that the White Mountain Apache Tribe is well rehearsed to speak about.  Preserving and protecting our forests is our duty, and that has only been accomplished through our legacy of active forest management.  Actively managed southwest pinyon/juniper woodlands, ponderosa pine forests, and mixed conifer forests are forests that are far more resilient against the threat of today’s devastating, catastrophic wildfires than unmanaged forests, which do not receive frequent thinning, logging, and/or prescribed burning.  Devastating fires, which are far more commonplace now than anytime in recorded history, are able to occur because of a century of “hands-off” management and a century of fire suppression which removed fire as an integral part of these forest ecosystems.  Natural fire helps keep the fuel loads of these forests from accumulating to what we see today.  These ecosystems adapted with, and are dependent on, fire to maintain an ecological equilibrium that protects and preserves the forests in their healthiest and most sustainable form, a form which existed for centuries prior to European settlement.  With the exclusion of fire for decades, and the controversy that has always surrounded fire, active management is needed to mimic the role of fire in our forests.  Today I will highlight some of our recent and historic management accomplishments, and provide testimony on the benefits our management practices have on the impact of wildfires.  I will also highlight some of our more recent and innovative management approaches that we have had to use, and also discuss shortcomings we are facing and what we need to be able to continue our legacy of sustainable forest management.  
The following tables and figures are a quick illustration that highlights the level of active management that the Tribe and the BIA have executed on the FAIR through various types of forest management activities.  This is not an all-inclusive list, but is a snapshot of what I was able to gather in the short time I had to prepare this testimony.  I will be happy to gather more exact information at your request.

Table 1. Recent Accomplishments for Pre-Commerical Timber Stand Improvement Thinnings
	FY's
	BIA TSI Acres
	WMAT TSI Acres
	BIA + WMAT Acres

	1995-1999
	9193
	2583
	 

	2000-2009
	13825
	5574
	 

	2010-2013
	6639
	254
	 

	Total Since 1995
	29657
	8411
	38068


	Table 2. Fuels Management Thinning and Prescribed Burning Accomplishments (data for all years was not immediately available).  This type of thinning began in 1998.

	FY's
	BIA + WMAT Thinning Acres
	BIA + WMAT Prescribed Burn Acres 

	1948-1949
	n/a
	2,980

	1950-1959
	n/a
	164,906

	1960-1969
	n/a
	210,285

	1970-1979
	n/a
	88,226

	1980-1989
	n/a
	244,941

	1998-2013
	75,000
	225,000

	Totals Since 1948
	75,000
	936,338

	Table 3. Logging History on Fort Apache Indian Reservation
	

	Year that timber sales approved
	Board Foot Volume Removed
	

	1918
	490,380,590
	

	1929
	2,212,170
	

	1930-1939
	303,155,870
	

	1940-1949
	594,745,925
	

	1950-1959
	103,168,540
	

	1960-1969
	613,500,561
	

	1970-1979
	775,638,878
	

	1980-1989
	636,134,701
	

	1990-1999
	613,977,240
	

	2002
	92,224,670
	2002 Rodeo/Chediski Fire Salvage

	2000-2009
	216,115,900
	

	2010-2013
	7,000,000
	Sawmill Closed in 2010, reopened 2014


This table shows board foot volumes that were removed by decade.  Each decade had logging in multiple timber sale units.
FOREST MANAGEMENT IMPACTS ON FIRE PREVENTION/SUPPRESSION:
All of these accomplishments that I have shown amount to a forest that is healthier, more resilient and better protected from wildfires.   The success of our fire management staff to effectively put out fire starts on our reservation is astonishing and can be attributed to our management.  Our firefighting initial attack success rate on the reservation, which is measured by keeping fires at less than one acre, is consistently greater than 95%!  The small percentage of fires that we are not able to keep at less than one acre, range from 2 to 468,000 acres (Rodeo/Chediski fire, although only 276,000 acres of that were on the reservation).

In order to capture the theme of today’s hearing, I will highlight three fires on the reservation in which our active management proved extremely beneficial to help reduce the intensity and spread of these fires which helped preserve and protect forest resources.   What I am providing here are brief summaries of what occurred in these fires and more detailed information is available on each of them.  
Rodeo/Chediski Fire response to management activities:

In 2002 our reservation experienced what was at the time the largest wildfire ever to happen in the state of Arizona, the Rodeo/Chediski Fire.  This was two human-caused fires that both started on the reservation and merged together to burn a total of 469,322 acres of tribal, federal, and private lands.  Of this amount, 276,355 acres burned on the reservation. Despite the severely devastating nature of this fire, there were some valuable lessons learned within areas on the FAIR that had been actively managed in the decades prior by logging, thinning, and /or prescribed fire.  
In untreated forest stands with little to no management, there existed thick, heavy loadings of ground fuels, heavy brush, and dense stands of stressed small diameter trees, all of which created a ladder of fuels into the canopies of larger pine trees, creating a raging, devastating and intense inferno that left moonscapes in its wake and associated negative ecological consequences (soil sterilization, erosion, loss of forest ecosystems) .  But, where this raging inferno came across areas that had received logging, thinning, or prescribed burning (especially in areas that had received more than one of these management activities), there did not exist the heavy ground fuels and underbrush, there were not thick stands of stressed small diameter trees, the larger trees were more well spaced, and all of this helped slow the inferno and it dissipated as it passed through these managed areas, leaving some black behind, but also leaving green, leaving life that provides all the benefits I mentioned on Page 1, 2nd paragraph of this testimony.  These forests lived, and continue to live as functioning healthy ecosystems, a testament to the management that helped prevent more widespread devastation.   See Figure 1 on page 12 of this document to see how areas with management activities had less fire intensity and severity.
Summary and findings of management activities on fire effects and forest stand structure;
· Forest thinning and prescribed fire use were highly effecting in reducing fire intensity.

· Fire behavior was low intensity burns that consisted of ground fire and under burning activity.

· A combination of treatments (i.e. thinning and prescribed fire) were most effecting in reducing fire behavior and intensity.

· There was low to moderate burn severity effects on soils, whereas untreated areas had moderate to severe impacts on soils.

· Previously managed stands required little to no emergency stabilization and rehabilitation treatments.  (emergency stabilization and rehabilitation treatments were extensive on the rest of the fire, they have cost over 20 million dollars and are ongoing still today).

· Management treatments must be implemented at landscape scales to effectively mitigate against large fires that occur at the same scale.

Wallow Fire response to management activities:
The Wallow Fire of 2011 became the largest wildfire ever in the history of the state of Arizona, and burned under forest and weather conditions that mirrored those of 2002 for the Rodeo/Chediski Fire.  The Wallow Fire burned a total of 538,049 acres, of which, 12,959 acres burned on the FAIR.   This fire started just off the eastern boundary of our reservation and despite winds that moved from west to east pushing the fire away from our lands, the fire progressed west against the wind toward our lands.  As the fire grew and created its own weather (which these large intense fires always do), erratic winds and downdrafts combined with dry thunderstorms that were forming over the fire area, and the threat of fire consuming our prized eastern timberlands increased.  This area of our reservation is full of values at risk that include culturally significant areas, sacred springs, threatened and endangered species, economically valuable timber lands, and our Sunrise Ski Resort, all of which are extremely valuable to the WMAT.  The western edge of the fire could not be anchored, it could not be controlled, and it was not held in check until a large burnout operation was conducted on the actively managed forests of the FAIR.  See Figure 2 on page 13 to see the fire perimeter on the FAIR in relation to forest management projects.
A BIA report was produced following the Wallow Fire that examined the beneficial effects of forest management on the FAIR and its impacts on the Wallow Fire.  The report was released in December of 2011 and is titled “Fuel Treatment Effectiveness on the Wallow Fire on the Fort Apache Indian Reservation”.  A brief summary of the findings are:
· Timber harvests, fuels management, forest thinning and prescribed fire were highly effective in reducing fire intensity by reducing heavy fuel loads.
· Fire behavior from the Wallow Fire on the FAIR consisted of low-intensity surface fire that predominantly burned the understory fuels component.
· Forest and Fuels management treatments provided fire managers a successful option of a large burnout operation to halt the westward movement of the fire on the reservation.
· Fuel treatments allowed firefighters to implement their suppression strategy safely and quickly enough to be effective.
· Of the area burned on the FAIR, less than 7% of the acreage experienced high tree mortality, and the remaining 93% experienced less than 10% tree mortality (very low intensity burn). And
· Fuel treatments ensured that the Wallow Fire’s negative effects on values at risk and resources were kept at minimal levels.
This report helps solidify the fact that managed forests which exercise various combinations of fuels management techniques are effective at mitigating negative consequences of wildfire.  
Rock Creek Fire response to management activities:

The Rock Creek Fire of 2013 was a 795 acre fire that occurred in a high use recreation area just beyond the city limits of our main tribal community.  The fire exhibited active and sustained crown fire behavior which increased as it moved N and NE from its point of origin, being pushed by winds out of the southwest.  The size of this fire does not appear significant at first, but the small size is exactly what makes this fire significant.  As the fire moved to the NW, N and NE, and became an intensifying crown fire, it moved into a large area of 2 prescribed burn projects that had been completed in 2012 and 2010.  The 2012 project was the first buffer against the fire and was fortified further to the NW, N and NE by the adjacent prescribed burn project that was conducted in 2010.  The results were astonishing as the fire penetrated no more than 40 acres into the 2012 prescribed burn, and did not even burn into the 2010 project area!  Fire behavior was almost immediately reduced due to the removal of excessive fuel loadings on the ground and ladder fuels that would have carried the fire through the canopy.  See Figure 3 on page 14 for a visual representation of this interaction between fire and prescribed burn projects.
A report was carried out following this fire which not only showed the remarked effectiveness of stopping the spread of the fire and protecting firefighter safety and abundant forest resources, but it also showed an extremely effective cost benefit analysis of carrying out fuels management projects versus the cost of fighting the fire.   The following table illustrates a comparison between the firefighting efforts of the Rock Creek Fire versus the efforts needed to carry out the two prescribed burn projects.
	Rock Creek Fire Cost Benefit Analysis of Fuels Management vs Fire Suppression Costs

	 
	Fire Fighting
	2012 Rx Burn
	2010 Rx Burn

	Acres
	795
	1303
	600

	# of Personnel
	491
	8
	8

	Total Cost
	$2,043,290
	$27,363
	$12,600

	Cost/Acre
	$2,570
	$21
	$21


Some key points to be taken from the above table are;
· The per acre cost of conducting prescribed fire in this area was more than 100 times cheaper than the cost of fighting the fire!
· For the cost of fighting this 795 acre fire, that same 2 million dollars could have treated 97,299 acres with prescribed fire!
· Conducting well executed prescribed burn projects takes nearly 40 times fewer personnel than fighting a wildfire of similar size, greatly reducing the level of threat to human lives.
All three of these fires(R/C Fire, Wallow Fire, and Rock Creek Fire), are examples of how active forest management can help protect and mitigate the effects of wildfires.  The Rock Creek Fire, and its comparison of fuels management costs versus fire suppression costs is compelling.  I would like to have shown this same analysis for the Rodeo/Chediski and Wallow Fires as well, but with short notice of this hearing I was not able to research all of the data to come up with this same comparison.  However, it is safe to say that fighting the bigger, hotter, and more dangerous fires was more expensive per acre than conducting the prescribed burn and thinning activities that helped reduce the intensity and/or spread of those fires.  If the Committee is interested in knowing this information, please let me know and I can research the matter further to come up with exact cost comparisons.
NEWER/INNOVATIVE FOREST MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES AND PRACTICES:
Despite the extensive forest management that has occurred on the FAIR, we are facing new challenges that we have not faced before.  Climate change, drought conditions, lack of management on adjacent land ownerships, larger fires, insect and disease outbreaks, and depressed housing markets which slowed and eventually stopped timber harvests for a few years, all have forced the WMAT to develop and consider different forest management strategies to protect against these challenges.  This section will highlight a few projects that the WMAT has undertaken to address these challenges and further protect and manage our forest resources.
Hazardous Fuels Reduction/Wildand Urban Interface fuels management in high elevation forests:
In 2012, the WMAT Tribal Forestry program began a Hazardous Fuels Reduction/Wildland Urban Interface project in and around our ski resort in our high elevation spruce/fir and mixed conifer forests.  This type of thinning had never occurred in this forest type on the FAIR, but after the Wallow Fire scare of 2011 in which adjacent Forest Service lands of the same forest type were devastated, the Tribe became proactive in addressing the heavy fuels loads in and around the ski resort.  
These forest ecosystems exhibit steeper terrain and are less accessible for typical logging and thinning equipment and have different ecological processes, especially with fire.  In these steeper, thicker, less accessible forest areas, the cost to effectively thin them increases to well over $1,000/acre.  The fuel loadings are tremendous and pose many challenges to traditional thinning practices because the ground is littered with “jackstraws” of dead and down fallen trees.   Despite these challenges something needed to be done because the ski resort is infrastructure, it is property, it is a large revenue source, and it is jobs and livelihoods for over 200 employees.   

This project has to occur in phases due to the heavy fuel loads of this forest type.  The first phase is to remove all of the already down and dead trees that cover the ground surface.  This has to be done so that thinning (phase 2) can occur.  We cannot thin the standing forest until we remove all of the woody material on the ground so that logging equipment and tree fallers can safely and effectively maneuver themselves.   At the time this project began, the sawmill was closed and could not take the vast amounts of raw material that was generated.  Because the material we were dealing with was dead trees and in various stages of rot, we had to work with the sawmill management team to market and sell the wood for whatever product we could.  The logs were hauled to the base of the ski resort and a sort yard was established, separating the logs from higher grade house logs to firewood to biomass.   The work we did in 2012 only covered 75 acres but it removed  2400 tons (120 logging truckloads) of dead and down material and generated over $60,000 dollars for the sawmill.  The revenue was not a lot, but the fact that this project removed more than 30 tons/acre of heavy fuels from the forest is extremely significant as a fire protection measure.  As a comparison, WUI thinning in our small diameter ponderosa pine stands that cut green trees yields 3-5 tons per acre!  From a forestry perspective, this  work we are doing in the high elevation forests is exactly the type of work that needs to be done, but not on 75 acres, not on 1000 acres (which is the current project boundary), but on over 200,000 acres which comprise this forest type.  We have been able to work with our local agency to set aside funding for small portions of work for this year and next, but we need more stable federal appropriations so that we can help treat this forest type more effectively on a landscape scale.  Without funds to treat this area, there is no effective way to remove the excessive and dangerous fuels loads that create an extreme fire hazard.  
Tribal Forest Protection Act with the Apache/Sitgreaves National Forest:
The Tribal Forest Protection Act (TFPA) of 2004 is federal legislation that was passed in response to large devastating wildfires that caused many human casualties and destroyed entire reservations in California.  These fires started on National Forest Service lands and then moved onto these reservations.  The purpose of the TFPA is to provide a mechanism for Tribes to propose forest management projects on Forest Service lands to protect tribal resources.   

In 2009, the WMAT submitted a proposal to the Apache/Sitgreaves National Forest (ASNF), requesting that the ASNF thin their overgrown forest adjacent to the reservation, to protect our already thinned forest from fire, and insect and disease outbreaks that could move onto the reservation from the ASNF.  The ASNF and Forest Service Regional office in Albuquerque, NM approved the project which was funded by American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) dollars and became known as the Los Burros TFPA.  In the project proposal, the WMAT also requested that our own WMAT Tribal Forestry crews conduct some of the thinning work and receive training/certification to become more proficient with timber cruising activities.
Project implementation and success was facilitated by several key factors;

· The WMAT Tribal Forestry and ASNF had a pre-existing working relationship in which they collaborated successfully on several prior projects.  
· The WMAT had already successfully treated more than 30,000 acres of their forest lands adjacent to the proposed project area.

· The ASNF had previously identified the Los Burros project area as an area that needed fuels management treatment and had conducted the necessary environmental (NEPA) reviews for the project.  

· As a result of the Tribe’s TFPA proposal, the ASNF re-prioritized the Los Burros project for implementation as part of their White Mountain Stewardship Contract.
· WMAT Tribal Forestry staff assisted with the project development due to strained Forest Service staffing who were busy with other projects.

Overall, the project was successful in every aspect and should be used as an example of how inter-agency management can be done to protect both reservation and National Forest lands.  The project accomplishments include;

· Training for 3-5 WMAT Forestry crew members in the areas of timber cruising and Forest Service standards for project preparation activities.
· Using this training, these WMAT employees helped “prep” 5,800 acres for the ASNF on various areas within the White Mountain Stewardship Project (including the Los Burros TFPA project area).

· A crew of 6-13 WMAT Forestry employees thinned 1,580 acres on the Los Burros TFPA project.
Biomass removal and utilization:

Much of our current fuels management thinning activities focus on WUI areas with overstocked forest stands comprised of stressed, small diameter trees which are not valuable from a traditional lumber standpoint.  This material is referred to as “biomass”.  When our sawmill (Fort Apache Timber Company, or FATCO) was shut down, our WMAT Tribal Forestry department worked with the BIA and FATCO to use existing fuels management dollars to generate a wood products utilization program which thinned over 4,000 acres of WUI areas and generated over $300,000 in revenue for the Tribe from the sale of biomass material to the nearby pellet plant off reservation.  Prior to this, our Tribal Forestry Fuels program was not allowed to use federal dollars to get rid of the material, and so for many years the wood was piled and burned out in the woods, or even worse was just left out in the woods to rot, ineffectively leaving the fuel in the woods and not reducing the fire hazard completely.  But with a lot of effort through my department and by the Tribe, we were able to negotiate and get permission from the national fuels management program within the BIA, to use some fuels management dollars to process the biomass into chips and haul the material to the pellet plant.  This is a little more costly per acre, but extremely beneficial in creating healthy and fire resilient landscapes which is the ultimate goal of the fuels management program.  It also helped generate revenue which helped to re-open the sawmill after being closed for several years (this was just a small portion of the money needed to re-open the sawmill but it helped with feasibility studies, consulting work, and repairs and maintenance).  However, this utilization program was only conducted over a 2 year period (2010-2012) and the Tribe and Ft. Apache Agency received fewer fuels management dollars due to federal budget cuts, which for the time being has halted this beneficial program.  
RESTRAINTS ON WMAT/FAIR FOREST MANAGEMENT:
1.) Federal Appropriations – Unfortunately, WMAT and other Indian Tribes fall victim to less adequate funding through the BIA than our counterparts in the U.S. Forest Service.  On a per acre basis, the BIA and Tribal funding is on average, one third the amount that the Forest Service receives for the same work.  The result is, we have to be more innovative and extremely stringent in how we utilize our dollars, and the one glaring result is we pay our staffs and contractors less than what the work garners elsewhere.  It is something that needs to be remedied, especially given the fact that the WMAT and other tribes are far more effective in managing our forests than the Forest Service.  
2.) Restrictions on how Fuels Management Dollars can be spent 
 a.) Areas prioritized for thinning are confined to WUI areas -   Our Tribe has been very effective since the year 2000 at prioritizing and thinning around local communities and infrastructure (WUI).  This has been a very successful endeavor, but in order to fully protect these communities and values at risk, thinning treatments need to move further away from the WUI zones and deeper into the forests.  Large fires like Rodeo/Chediski Fire and Wallow Fire demonstrated that forest management is much more effective at reducing negative fire effects when treatments are conducted on a broader landscape and not just confined to smaller patches of land.

b.) Funds are not readily available to be spent on biomass utilization -   Fuels management programs and thinning projects on our reservation (and other Tribal lands) are not as heavily subsidized as projects on U.S. Forest Service lands which allow for biomass utilization to be included in the treatment costs.  Projects such as the White Mountain Stewardship contract on the Apache/Sitgreaves National Forest provided funds not only for the thinning to be done in the forest, but were funded to allow wood utilization industry (pellet plant) to be constructed as a destination for the material to go.   Although WMAT does not have a biomass facility on the reservation to utilize the material, the pellet plant located just off the reservation is a viable destination where we can sell our biomass material.  Our projects need to be funded so that we can do more biomass removal like what we did in 2010-2012, and/or establish our own biomass facility on the reservation.   
3.) Fire Suppression Costs vs Management Costs – The example I used earlier of the Rock Creek fire shows that the cost of fighting fire is far more costly than conducting prescribed burn activities in these same forests.  Unfortunately, these dollars which are used to fight fire are not spent more effectively by actively managing forests.  The Rock Creek Fire example compared fire suppression to prescribed fire, and did not include mechanical or crew thinning costs.  Our WMAT Tribal Forestry costs to conduct thinning in this same forest types averages from $150-$300/acre, which is still 10-20 times cheaper than the $2570/acre cost of fighting the fire.  Somewhere in the federal budgeting process, the cost benefit analysis of fighting fire versus managing fire through active fuels management practices needs to be more seriously considered.  The effectiveness of our Tribe and local BIA office at actively managing and protecting our forests through efficient and cost saving practices should not only be heeded, but replicated more on our own lands and elsewhere across our Nation’s forests.  
4.) Reliable Lumber/Housing/Wood Products Markets– The continued success of our commercial logging and timber harvest activity is centered on reliable lumber and housing markets.  These markets are directly affected by the growth and stability of our national economy.  In recent years, these markets hit an all-time low and the cost of logging and manufacturing wood products was more than the revenue generated from selling these wood products and the WMAT was forced to close our sawmill.  The closure of the sawmill results in a loss of potential annual sales of 10 million dollars of manufactured wood products, and the loss of over 200 associated jobs in the sawmill and out in the woods.   Recently, the WMAT was able to secure financing to re-open our sawmill and we began logging again in November 2013.  However, if future markets for commercial timber products are not beneficial to support the logging and sawmill industry, then appropriations for BIA timber sale activities (through fiduciary trust responsibilities) should be re-appropriated into the fuels management program for our Tribe so that we can continue to manage timber sale areas.   
SUMMARY/CONCLUSION:

· The work that has been done by the White Mountain Apache Tribe and the Fort Apache Agency can, and should be used as a model that demonstrates how active forest management preserves the forest and creates a healthy and sustainable environment which is more resilient to devastating wildfires. 

· The work that we have done is nothing compared to what we need to do.  It is a small portion of what needs to be done to protect our land, our people, and our resources, and also those of our neighbors adjacent to us.  
· Federal appropriations need to be proactive and focus on active fuels and forest management activities that prevent wildfires, instead of being reactive to fire suppression which is far more costly and dangerous and results in millions of dollars of rehabilitation work as well.
· Active forest management on our reservation and other forested lands cannot occur in just a certain forest type, it can’t focus only on WUI areas, but rather it needs to occur forest wide, in all forest types, away from communities, across the entire landscape and across jurisdictional boundaries.  
· With our active forest management, we are protecting our home, our way of life, and our culture.  We as indigenous people, who have depended on these forests and their resources since time immemorial, are not only managing and protecting them for ourselves in the present, but we are managing for sustainability and to protect them for our future generations who will need to depend on the forest as much as we do, and who will need to protect it for their future generations as well.  
On behalf of our Tribal Chairman, Ronnie Lupe, and the entire WMAT Tribal Council, I thank you for the honor and privilege of being able to testify on this hearing and provide insight into our storied forest management.  Thank you. 
Figure 1: Rodeo-Chediski satellite image, overlayed with management activities.  The pink color on the map is areas the fire burned.  The darker the pink color the more intense the burn. 
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Figure 2:  Wallow Fire burn permiter on the Fort Apache Indian Reservatioin and proximity to forest management activities.
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Figure 3: Rock Creek Fire map and proximity to prescribed burned projects.  The lighter shade of red is the fire perimeter and the dark red is where the fire moved into the prescribed burn.
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