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Good afternoon Chairman Tester and members of the Committee.  I am here today to discuss a proposed and controversial tribal casino in the City of Glendale. I will present my Council’s most recent views on this project, and also my personal request for swift action on H.R.1410, the Keep the Promise Act.   
My name is Jerry Weiers.  I was born in Deadwood, South Dakota and my family moved to Arizona when I was 8 years old.  I am the Mayor of Glendale, a city of 232,000 and the 72nd largest city in the country. Before becoming Glendale’s Mayor, I served in the Arizona Legislature for eight years.  
I supported Arizona Proposition 202, the 2002 ballot initiative which gave tribes the exclusive right to conduct gaming, but limited casinos to tribal reservations.  One key aspect of the initiative was there would be no additional casinos in the Phoenix area.  
As a Glendale resident, this was a primary factor in my support for the Proposition. My wife and I chose to live in Glendale in part because it was not near any of the large Phoenix area casinos, and we believed the initiative preserved our neighborhood as it was. 
Like many Glendale residents, I was blindsided when the Tohono O’odham Nation, who I will refer to respectfully as T.O., announced in January 2009 that it was going to establish a reservation and build a Las Vegas-style casino on a 54-acre county island within our City.  This announcement came seven years after the voters approved the ballot initiative which we thought prohibited new casinos in the area.  It also came five years after Raymond Kellis high school opened across the street from where T.O. is proposing to operate its casino, a site within two miles of 12,000 homes.  
As you can imagine, we were mad.  The City has been involved in two lawsuits, at an enormous financial cost.  The City Council passed a resolution opposing the casino because it would hurt the interests of our residents.  
My wife and I were completely shocked at what we learned.  While T.O. and the other tribes were telling the voters that there would be no additional casinos in the Phoenix area, T.O. was actively looking to purchase casino land in Glendale.  Moreover, they knew what they were doing was wrong.  The Tribe went to great lengths to keep their plans secret from the other tribes, local governments and voters. 
The deceit did not stop there.  T.O. had already purchased its Glendale land when the school district announced plans to build the new Kellis High School across the street.  T.O. watched us build the school while continuing to keep its casino plans secret and said nothing.  We never thought our children would be across the street from a Las Vegas-style casino.  
My City has been in chaos for the past five years, and the federal government seems unwilling to help us.  Last week, after the Interior Department’s decision to take T.O.’s land into trust, the City Council voted 4-3 to repeal our 2009 resolution opposing the casino and passed a new resolution.  This new resolution says that Glendale “does not object to the Trust Land being utilized for gaming.”  President Kennedy once said, “Let us never negotiate out of fear.”  Well, with few choices left, a slim majority of my Council felt that we had to come to the bargaining table with T.O.  Our choice was not ideal: continue to fight and hope for action from this body, or give in to this casino being forced on us.  It is frustrating to be a city of our size and have no voice on a casino proposed by a tribal government more than a hundred miles away.  
It is important to note that Glendale may not be the only city impacted.  Our sister cities know that unless Congress acts, they may be next.  There are over 200 other county islands in the Phoenix metropolitan area.  And, T.O. attorneys have said the Tribe has the right to close its existing three casinos and open them on these county islands.  We are a test case, but it is the start of a very slippery slope.  If Congress does not act, the entire Phoenix area should be prepared for more off-reservation casinos.
As a former State legislator, I know that if gaming happens in Glendale, there will be a strong effort in the Arizona Legislature to authorize non-Indian gaming in the State.  And that will have a devastating effect on all Tribes.
And even if the state legislative effort to authorize non-Indian gaming is unsuccessful, these compacts are only valid for another dozen years.  At that time, the tribes will have to go back to the voters.  After what we have experienced, I can’t say I’d blame voters for questioning agreements of the past.  
That is why I urge this Committee to approve H.R. 1410 so that it may be quickly adopted by the Senate.  The bill is not about holding one tribe back, but preserving this much needed economic development tool for all Arizona tribes.  
Thank you once again for the opportunity to testify today, and I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.
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