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	Good afternoon, Chairman Barrasso, Vice Chairman Tester, and members of the Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide a statement on behalf of the United National Indian Tribal Youth organization on the harmful effects of dangerous drugs in native communities such as my own.
 
	The United National Indian Tribal Youth or U.N.I.T.Y is the largest Native American youth led organizations in the country. In my role as the Rocky Mountain Regional Representative I represent both the states of Montana and Wyoming as a voice for the youth in this region. I serve on a 12 person executive committee where we have one male co-president, one female co-president, and ten different regional representatives who serve in the ten different regions (Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, etc…). Every Executive Committee member belongs to their own respective UNITY affiliated youth council and my youth council is named the Wind River UNITY Council, and I work with them very closely. U.N.I.T.Y’s mission is to foster the spiritual, mental, physical, and social development of American Indian and Alaska Native youth and to help build a strong, unified, and self- reliant Native America through greater youth involvement. In order to uphold our mission the executive committee will facilitate different conferences, workshops, or trainings and invite other Native American youth to attend these different events so they can take back the information to their respective communities and serve as advocates to help battle whatever issues that may come up. The executive committee may be asked to focus on different issues to present at these events and the topics could be any issue such as suicide prevention,  healthy relationships, leadership and empowerment, or many other issues but the one that I have been asked to testify on is the topic of drug prevention and the harmful effects that come with the use of illegal drugs.

Drug use on the Reservation	

	Drug use and use of other harmful substances are a major problem on the Wind River Reservation. I can remember growing up while attending school on the reservation and by the time I had reached eight grade many of my peers were already using illegal marijuana. Seeing this not only in my own home but in the school I attended was pretty tough to witness because, there was always that pressure that was put on me to try these harmful substances. I finished out the school year mostly in isolation because I made a promise to myself that I would never drink alcohol, use tobacco, or experiment with any illegal drugs and to this day that's a promise I have kept. I never felt like I fit in among the crowd because of this promise so I made the decision to attend high school off the reservation so I would have a better learning environment and less pressure from my peers to use these drugs. During my transition from a junior high school to a high school of the reservation I seen that there was more drug use then just marijuana, there were students that I knew from grade school that were using Methamphetamine. At the time i didn't know how bad or what effects meth had on a person until one day our SRO came in and talked about meth and how deadly of a drug this was. It was scary knowing how close I was to it because many of my peers from the reservation who were using marijuana had moved on from this onto meth. Just by seeing how it was ruining their lives and how negatively it was affecting their families i knew that something needed to be done. 

The Effect of Positive Youth Organizations
	
	When attending Lander Valley High school I participated in the Native American club that the school offered and through that club I was introduced to the UNITY organization. While attending the different meetings I met many Native American youth who like me, wanted to lead a clean life and do whatever it took to help better our community by decreasing the drug use among minors. Since 2009 I've been actively working for UNITY. Within the UNITY organization they have different workshops and trainings that give us a blueprint on how to effectively battle these issues back home. This ultimately led to my involvement with a different youth program E.S.C.A.P.E (Eastern Shoshone Cross Age Peer Education) as well as NIDA (National Institute on Drug Abuse)  and their drug facts week. Through my involvement with these two programs our youth were able to go into the schools and present the different types of illegal drugs that are on our reservation and how dangerous they are. The ESCAPE program has different mentors from the ages of 13-18 who are trained on the material for illegal drug prevention and ESCAPE believes that if this presentation is done by kids who are the same age as the mentors, they are more likely to retain this information. I was able to be one of these presenters while in high school so I traveled around to the different schools within Fremont County and would give  these drug fact presentations to classes anywhere from 1st grade all the way to high school seniors. Through doing this I became well informed on the Material and got to see first hand that this prevention method was working, less students from 8th grade on up were no longer using these drugs and most of the younger students weren't being exposed to these harmful drugs. 
	
Possible Solutions 

	After my involvement with UNITY and doing these presentations I do know that the drug use within the Wind River Reservation has declined but there needs to be more action done whether it be by SROs, prevention programs, or even Wind River UNITY’s involvement. I believe that in order to be successful at lowering the amount of drug users under the age of 18, there needs to be more incentive programs that look at rewarding youth who don’t use these drugs. Every school should reserve the right to drug test any student at random and with that reward students for passing these drug test. It can be something like an end of the year trip for every student who can make it a full school year not testing positive, or just small little prizes for students who pass their UA’s. I believe that if the different schools adopted this policy or a similar drug testing policy we would see a major decrease in youth under the age of 18 using illegal drugs.
	For drug users over the age of 18 I think that every employer should be required to drug test every current employee as well as new hires before they are allowed to work but instead of firing an employee who tests positive the employer puts them through a recovery program where the employee has to go to classes that help them get off of the drug they test positive for using. Many workplaces will put new hires through a drug test and if the hire fails a UA they immediately move onto the next applicant but by giving the new hire a chance to redeem themselves by stopping this illegal use would help lower the amount of drug users. These are just a couple ideas that i feel would really help lower this high rate of drug use on our reservation. 

Conclusion

	The use of dangerous illegal drugs will always remain a problem no matter where you go especially on the Wind River Reservation but I feel that if there were more creative incentive programs that were free to the public we would see a major decline of drug users. This is one of those issues that will take some time to handle but it is not entirely impossible to decrease this. If there was a way to stop drug use among youth 18 years and younger before they started drug use would no longer be a problem in native communities but it does take a lot of work. I hope that the Committee takes what I said into consideration and starts more prevention programs to help stop this issue. 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today.  I am happy to answer any questions the Committee may have.

