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Madam Chairwoman and Members of the Committee, I am Timothy J. Greene, the Chairman of the Makah Tribal Council of Neah Bay, Washington.  I am pleased to testify before you today on the experience of the Makah Tribe with the Interior Department’s Land Buy-Back program.  
The Makah Tribe learned in 2011 that the Interior Department was making $1.9 billion in funding available for a Trust Land Consolidation Fund. The Makah Tribe immediately began identifying the most highly-fractionated land on the Makah Reservation.
The Tribe sent out 1,158 letters to landowners on our most fractionated allotments to inquire if they would be interested in selling their fractionated interest in the Land Buy-Back Program. The Makah Tribal Council also directed its staff to rate all the allotments they would like to see purchased by the Makah Tribe. The Tribe made special outreach efforts by meeting with our senior citizens to obtain their input on land buy-back priorities. Tribal officials also met with the Neah Bay High School freshmen class to get their input on which allotments they would like to see purchased. Most of the consensus was to purchase land located at Tsooes, often referred to as Sacred Lands.
The Makah Tribal Council met with John H. McClanahan during a consultation meeting in Seattle, Washington earlier this year.  We found out at that meeting that the Land Buy-Back Program was going to buy back land with more than one owner. The Tribe began assembling the land information of the less-fractionated allotments ready for the Land Buy-Back Program. The Tribe prioritized the allotments for timber, economic development, sacred lands and highly fractionated parcels. We sent a letter and backup documentation to Mr. McClanahan and requested to be one of the pilot reservations for the Land Buy-Back Program. 
At this time, we have 14 allotments appraised and ready for the Land Buy-Back Program. This week, we will be having the first Land Buy-Back Program Outreach meetings held at Neah Bay on the Makah Reservation and at the Muckleshoot Reservation administrative building.
The Makah Tribe continues to prepare for more allotments to be appraised for the Land Buy-Back Program. The Makah Tribe is receiving $2.55 million and the first 14 allotments were appraised at $1.5 million. The Makah Tribe has prioritized 12 – 13 more allotments that we will be including for the Land Buy-Back Program.  
The Makah Tribe is very appreciative for the Department of Interior’s Land Buy-Back Program. Our experience thus far with this new program is that it has been operating smoothly with little complications.
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify before you today.  I would be pleased to answer any questions that you might have.
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