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August 21, 2015

To The Honarable Harry Reid To The Honorable Dean Heller
U.5 Senator U.S. Senator

522 Hart Senate Office Building 324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Reid and Heller:

On August 4, 2015 the Clark County Board of Commissioners voted to formally express our support of the
proposed expansion of the Moapa River Indian Reservation that has heen requested by the Moapa Band
of Paiute Indians. We believe that the expansion of the reservation provides a tremendous economic
opportunity to the Band, while ensuring that other interests are protected.

The Moapa River Indian Reservation was reduced in size by Congress in 1875 from over 2 million acres
to 1,000 acres. In 1980, Congress expanded the reservation to its current size of approximately 75,000
acres. This expansion would return some of the Moapa Band of Paiute indians’ homeland and would
increase the size of the reservation to 100,000 acres.

We understand that the lands proposed for inclusion in the Moapa River Indian Reservation are adjacent
to the existing reservation and consist of approximately 26,000 acres of Bureau of Land Management
and Bureau of Reclamation lands. The lands identified would be used for housing, flood control, solar
energy development, outdoor recreation and conservation and protection of cultural resources. The
land identified does not include energy infrastructure in the area of mining interests. It is also our
understanding that the transfer of land will be subject to all valid existing rights of way.

The transfer of these lands would provide a boost to the economy for the Moapa Band of Palute Indians
and protect their way of life. The Moapa Band of Paiute Indians has been a good partner with the County
on countless issues and we are pleased to support their request. If you have any questions, please call
me at 702-455-3500.

Sincerely,





